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OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 25, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of the most distinguished 
members of the diplomatic corps here in 
Washington, Her Excellency Erato Kozakou-
Marcoullis, the Ambassador of Cyprus to the 
United States. Sometime next month, Ambas-
sador Marcoullis will be leaving Washington, 
after nearly five years of service to her country 
in our nation’s capital. The Ambassador will be 
assuming a major, high-level post in the For-
eign Ministry in the Cypriot capital of Nicosia. 

It is with mixed feelings that I come to the 
floor today to make this statement. In my ca-
pacity as co-chair of the Hellenic Issues Cau-
cus, I have had the great honor and privilege 
of working with Ambassador Marcoullis. I have 
come to regard her not only as a determined, 
effective and articulate advocate for her coun-
try, but also as a friend. As the former co-chair 
of the Congressional Women’s Caucus, I have 
always felt a particular bond with Ambassador 
Marcoullis, who is one of what is still unfortu-
nately only a handful of women ambassadors 
here in Washington. So, for these reasons, I 
am sad to see the Ambassador go. 

Still, I am extremely encouraged to report 
that the Ambassador has received an impor-
tant diplomatic promotion. When she heads 
back to Nicosia, Ambassador Marcoullis will 
be in charge of the Division at the Foreign 
Ministry that has responsibility for what is gen-
erally known as the Cyprus Problem—the 
tragic division of Cyprus that began 29 years 
ago with the Turkish invasion of that Medi-
terranean island nation. Indeed, in commemo-
ration of the anniversary of the Turkish inva-
sion, which took place July 20, 1974, a num-
ber of my colleagues in this House have 
joined me in making statements of remem-
brance, as we do every year around this time. 

During her five years here in Washington, 
there have been many important achieve-
ments for Cyprus, and in U.S.-Cypriot rela-
tions. Last year, after years of hard work, the 
Ambassador signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the State Department regarding 
the protection of antiquities from Cyprus. Last 
year also witnessed the signing of the U.S.-
Cyprus Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty, bring-
ing into force the reciprocal law enforcement 
treaty between the two nations. After the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, Cyprus was among the first 
nations to express its solidarity with the U.S. 
Since then, Cyprus has taken many sub-
stantive steps to target the perpetrators and 
collaborators of terrorism, in close cooperation 
with the U.S. 

In April of this year, Cyprus signed the Trea-
ty of Accession to the European Union, one of 
the most important achievements in the mod-
ern history of Cyprus. Cyprus will become a 
full member of the EU next May. It was during 
the tenure of Ambassador Marcoullis that U.S. 
foreign policy on Cyprus began to move in the 
direction of helping drive Cyprus’ admission 
into the EU, particularly during the Clinton Ad-
ministration through the work of Ambassador 
Richard Holbrooke, with whom Ambassador 

Marcoullis worked very closely. I am pleased 
that the Bush Administration has continued to 
support this policy. Indeed, Ambassador 
Marcoullis has worked very closely with top of-
ficials of the current Administration to keep re-
lations on track in a wide variety of areas. 

Of course, the one area where we have not 
witnessed significant progress is in ending the 
ongoing Turkish military occupation of Cyprus. 
This is certainly not for lack of effort by the
Ambassador or her fine staff at the Embassy 
in Washington. Nor is it the fault of the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Cyprus, which has 
continued to negotiate in good faith to end the 
division of Cyprus. The fault lies with Turkey 
and with the occupation regime. I again urge 
my colleagues in Congress to continue work-
ing with me and many of our colleagues, on 
a bipartisan basis, to help convince Turkey to 
end its illegal occupation of one-third of Cyp-
riot territory. 

One of Ambassador Marcoullis’ greatest 
achievements has been simply to sustain and 
enhance up the visibility of the Cyprus issue. 
Cyprus is a relatively small country, but it is at 
the center of a region of great importance to 
the U.S. and the Western Alliance. Ambas-
sador Marcoullis has been tireless in her ef-
forts to elevate the awareness of these issues. 
Owing in large measure to her efforts, it is 
now an issue that is regularly addressed by 
the White House, the State Department and 
Congress. 

Ambassador Marcoullis presented her cre-
dentials to President Bill Clinton on September 
10, 1998. In addition to her many responsibil-
ities here in Washington, she is also accred-
ited as High Commissioner to Canada, Guy-
ana and Jamaica and Ambassador to Brazil. 
Throughout her distinguished diplomatic ca-
reer, she has served as Ambassador to a 
number of European countries, as a Member 
of the Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the 
United Nations, as Consul of Cyprus in New 
York, and at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at 
the First Political Division, dealing with the Cy-
prus Problem and as Director of the Office of 
the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Ambassador Marcoullis has 
devoted particular attention to political, human 
rights and women’s issues. 

A native of Limassol, Cyprus, she is a grad-
uate of Law and of Political Science/Public 
Law (University of Athens, Greece) and holds 
a Ph.D. in Sociology and Political Science 
(University of Helsinki, Finland). She is mar-
ried to Dr. George Marcoullis, an Associate 
Professor of Medicine at New York Medical 
College, specializing in Oncology/Hematology. 
Their son Panos is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Michigan. 

Earlier this week, The Washington Times 
newspaper, in its ‘‘Embassy Row’’ column, re-
ported on a dinner in honor of Ambassador 
Marcoullis hosted by Ambassador Arlette 
Conzemius of Luxembourg, who presented 
her credentials to President Clinton in 1998 on 
the same day as Mrs. Kozakou Marcoullis. 
They began an immediate friendship and 
helped organize the female ambassadors’ 
caucus. Ambassador Conzemius congratu-
lated Ambassador Marcoullis for maintaining 
Cyprus’ high profile in Washington, saying 
‘‘What you did for your country, the progress, 
the success. It’s great to see what has been 
accomplished.’’ Those words would be echoed 
by many here on Capitol Hill, where Ambas-
sador Marcoullis was well known and well re-
spected. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, we will miss Am-
bassador Marcoullis. But it is encouraging to 
know that she is going back to Cyprus to take 
a leading role in facing the Cyprus problem. 
This is a woman who’s going to make a dif-
ference. I’ll miss her, but I have complete con-
fidence in her ability to manage this problem; 
I congratulate her on this diplomatic pro-
motion; and I look forward to working with her 
for the peaceful reunification of Cyprus.
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Friday, July 25, 2003

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep 
personal sadness that I rise today to pay trib-
ute to one of San Francisco’s most beloved 
and admired social activists. Enola Maxwell 
passed away on June 24th at the age of 83. 
Enola lived an impassioned life, advocating for 
freedom and justice on behalf of people of all 
races, ethnicities, and ages. In living her life, 
Enola Maxwell changed countless people’s 
lives for the better. I extend my deepest sym-
pathies to Enola’s daughters Sophie and Bar-
bara; thank you for sharing your mother with 
us. She brightened our lives with her strength, 
her courage and her grace. 

Ruth Passen, longtime friend and associate 
of Enola, wrote a beautiful obituary in The 
Potrero View, of which she is the editor. She 
captures Enola’s essence and our feelings for 
her so well that I am privileged to share her 
words about ‘‘the Heart of Potrero Hill.’’ 

‘‘She was the anchor for a whole neighbor-
hood—the backbone of a community—known 
as ‘‘mom’’ by many, both young and old, and 
called Miz Maxwell by everybody else. Who-
ever assumes her role as the Executive Direc-
tor of the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House will 
be the beneficiary of an extraordinary legacy 
but will be challenged to follow in her foot-
steps. 

She was born on August 30, 1919 in Baton 
Rouge, La. to Clemus and Lena Dundy. After 
separating from Clemus, Lena moved to San 
Francisco and in 1949 Enola, together with 
her two children, joined her. They lived in sev-
eral neighborhoods, including the Haight 
Ashbury, before moving into the government-
owned public housing project on Carolina 
Street and 18th Street, known as the Carolina 
Projects, where they were living when Enola’s 
third child, Sophie, was born. (The Potrero Hill 
Middle School was built on the site in 1971.) 
Potrero Hill old-timers will remember Enola’s 
mother as the proprietor of the Little Red 
Door, a popular thrift store on 18th Street. 

Enola supported her family by working a va-
riety of jobs; she kept house with one family 
for several years, and was an employee of the 
U.S. Postal Service for a time. 

Her activism began as a member of the 
Haight Ashbury Neighborhood Council where 
she met Sue Bierman and others who have 
remained lifelong friends. The council was 
successful in stopping a movement to build a 
freeway through Golden Gate Park. This first 
exhilarating venture into community activism 
changed the course of her life. She got a 
leave of absence from the Post Office and 
joined the Civil Rights March on Washington 
in 1968. After that experience she wanted to 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 04:22 Jul 27, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00059 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A25JY8.100 E25PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-19T16:56:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




